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Attorney General Comes
‘Out of ihe Slladﬂws e

W ,__,:..-._..-...M A.g - -:,..lg- <L

gy

. regular Justice Department reporters

"™ "By Charles R. Babcock:” A g
. s ~ WuhlngwnPostsmtwnur- e, s
. "Until about 10 days ago," Attomey
.General - William- - French - Smith’ was-
‘one. of the least visible -members of
. President  Reagan’s. “Cabinet .~ For.
:;weeks, his press. coverage. . consisted>
Ymostly -of reports» of partm he at-
tended Frrr
- Then a- couple of stones d&cn
. the slow pace at the Justice Depart-
‘ment and, suddenly, Smnt.h came out
vofthe shadows. PR S ey
A week ago Thumday he- had af
news conference and urged repeal -of
'the special prosecutot ‘law. The ‘next
day he made a major speech signaling
- a shift in civil rights policy away frory]
_busing ‘and racial quotas, and  a&p-
..peared on public telev:sxons MacNeil-
. Lehrer show. . - SRS
".- The other day ‘he mvrted several

“into his private "dining room.:for:
*breakfast. Next week.he'll be. touring’
Border Patro. facilitiea near San Diego
-and . visiting the Los‘Angeles Tlmes
edxtonalboard SNk ey
) Alda say much of the ﬂurry of ac-
tivity was planned all along, ‘but they
‘acknowledge that they. wanted their
*bose to spealr out “more “to - countef
» what - they'-consider ‘ a--mistaken” im-
{pression that he isn't. actxvely runnmg
the department. . -2 el e o
-Smith said as much-to the report-
ers: “L gather the xmprasron on the
’&\lxltsnde is that were not domg any-’
o ot e
The low-key, srlver-hanred - Smith
was stung especially by a short piece
in a-recent issue of -Business Week
_magazine, which quoted. unidentified
White House officials as saying. things
lnke “He has no knowif“view on any
issue,” and refemng to hxm as a “som.
_nambulist” ./
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* accurate in the story ‘was “the spelling’

‘White House was runmng his depart
'.-ment._r‘._w o A l

"that the perception of inactivity by

factors.-Early claims of Cabinet’gov-
-ernment_envisioned . Smith _épending

partment.

‘an expenenced government lawyer, as

i gressionalihearings and at press ap-

- ure _success. He'’s Just not used to:

" Smith joked at the’ breakfast that]
he hadn’t found anyone in the White:
Hquse ‘who. could pronounce the four-
syll'able word for “sleepwalker, and
added . that the only thing .he found.

of my~name.” He "denied -that the

ey e

His aides aclmowledge_,r howe\;er,

their: boss was heightened by several

“considerable time away from thu de-‘l
" The-choice of Edward C. Schrmults,”

his _deputy; .and Smith’s refusal to*
~ take ‘positions on key- issues ‘in con-

 pearances. added to the i xmage that ha
i wasn’t in charge. :
: - :One ‘press room wag recalled the
“Maximuny John” nickname of Wa-i -
tergate Judge John J. Sirica and said+
. he. thought -of Smith as “Muumum
Bill? i R
One’ Justice Department al;torrxey'1
who has dealt with Smith, but is not.]
a-hand-picked aide, said he felt, the
. “public perception of the-manis not’
the man. In private, he’s got a good
sense of humor, and he a.sks the ngh
questions, - o T
. “His problem is that hes been a,,
~ private advisér,. the:, kind ‘of lawyer
.who for' 30 years made a lot of money!
-and didn’t get his name in. the paper
- g lot- That’s how some people meas-

" being a public figure.”-
* Smith's spokesman, . 'I‘om DeCau:.
: sand the 63-year-old .attorney generall
. hasn’t been able to make more pubhc

: head ~-his - lmg?hng ~divisions, -
. studying lists of nominees for Jud :
i ships and US, attorneyse~.. -+~ .i;
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